XML Forum News by Harriet S. Downer, XML Forum Liaison to the PESC Board of Directors

On November first, the XML Forum held another round of meetings of its working groups, this time at the Sallie Mae facilities in Reston, Virginia.  The XML Forum was formed earlier this year in association with PESC with the mission of leveraging the many XML activities occurring in and outside the higher education industry to develop a specification for the use of XML for data exchanges between education entities and trading partners.  The group convened included both higher education business experts and technologists from colleges and universities, higher education associations, government agencies and software and service providers.

The XML Forum is chaired by John Evdemon, Chief Architect at XML Solutions  Coming from PeopleSoft, Inc., I serve as liaison for the Forum to the Board of Directors of PESC.  The three working groups are:  

· Core Components Work Group (chaired by Rebecca Babel of ELM Resources) to develop a data dictionary and a list of common objects definitions;

· Technology Work Group (chaired by Vincent Ferrer of the US Department of Education) to produce a security best practices document, define a protocol for dealing with extensions, and provide guidance, proofs of concepts, and quality assurance to other work groups; and

· Marketing and Communications Work Group (chaired by Ellen Blackmun of the National Association of Financial Aid Administrators) to focus on outreach activities and to increase awareness of XML standards for applications in education.

Each working group is meeting on a regular basis to accomplish their plans by the spring of 2001.  Deliverables are due from the groups from March through May, 2001.  Meetings are conducted using multiple tools, including listserves and other collaborative software tools.  Face-to-face meetings are planned in February and May, 2001.

Participation is open to members of PESC or the XML Forum.  Information about joining PESC is available at www.StandardsCouncil.org/orgright.htm.  To join the XML Forum only, please complete and submit a Participant Form. To review the activities and accomplishments of these working groups, point your browser to:

http://www.Standards Council.org/xmlmain.htm
