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XML Forum for Education Rolls Up Its Sleeves

November 1, 2000 (Washington, DC)  The XML Forum for Education conducted its first working meeting today at the offices of Sallie Mae in Reston, VA.  Formed in association with the Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council, the XML Forum has as its mission providing the opportunity for collaboration in establishing XML standards for the higher education industry. 

Extensible Markup Language (XML), a specification used in software to define the content of an electronic document, is becoming widely used in business-to-business transactions because it is platform neutral.  Whether sending data through the web or between applications, XML can be used to transmit both text and the meaning of that text.  The World Wide Web Consortium developed and released version 1.0 of the XML specification in 1998.  Trading partners and individual industries are left to define the tag names, enveloping structures, and transport methods. 

The Forum has as its members representatives from across the education enterprise:  schools, higher education associations, government agencies, and software and service providers. Membership is open to all organizations interested in using XML in their data exchanges with education entities. Led by Chair John Evdemon, Chief Architect at XML Solutions, and Harriet Downer, PeopleSoft Director of Government Relations and Public Policy, the Forum has established three work groups and selected work group chairs:

· Core Components Work Group (chaired by Rebecca Babel of ELM Resources) to develop a data dictionary and a list of common objects definitions

· Technology Work Group (chaired by Vincent Ferrer of the US Department of Education) to produce a security best practices document, define a protocol for dealing with extensions, and provide guidance, proofs of concepts, and quality assurance to other work groups

· Marketing and Communications Work Group (chaired by Ellen Blackmun of the National Association of Financial Aid Administrators) to focus on outreach activities and to increase awareness of XML standards for applications in education

At the working meeting, work groups determined deliverables, timelines, and meeting schedules through May 2001. Progress will be posted at:

http://www.StandardsCouncil.org/xmlmain.htm

The Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council is a non-profit membership organization whose mission is to improve service and control costs of higher education by promoting standards for data sharing.
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